1% Circular

52" Symposium of Vertebrate Palaeontology and Comparative Anatomy
8 - 11 September 2004
and
13" Symposium of Palaeontological Preparation and Conservation
6 - 7 September 2004

The SVPCA 52/SPPC 13 will be hosted by the University of Leicester and Leicester City Museums
Service. As usual, the SVPCA will comprise three days of formal talks, poster sessions and post-
meeting activities. The SPPC will be held before the SYPCA, and further details can be found on
the dedicated website for this meeting. Talks and poster sessions will be held in the Department of
Geology. Accommodation will be at the University Halls of Residence, located in the leafy suburb
of Oadby some 2 miles from the main campus. We are hoping for a good attendance at thisyear’s
symposium. Leicester is centrally located and easily accessible. There are direct and frequent rail
servicesto and from London St Pancras, and international airports with good transport links include
Nottingham East Midlands, Birmingham, and London Stansted.

We are aiming to do most of our communications online this year. Therefore there is no traditional
return dip for thisfirst circular. Instead, we ask that you please respond by completing the online
form on the websites. Booking will be online, aswill submission of presentation abstracts.

SVPCA: http://www.svpca.org
SPPC: http://www.preparator.org
e-mail: leicester2004@svpca.org



Invitation for papers and posters

Spoken and poster presentations for the SVPCA can be on any aspect of vertebrate palaeontology or
comparative anatomy. Topics for the SPPC include preparation and conservation of any
palaeontological material and also display-based work such as modelling. Posters will be displayed
throughout the meeting, although we will also be having aformal poster session. Asthereisafixed
number of slots for spoken presentations, in the event of over subscription presentations will be
selected according to the criteria which can be found on the website. Those who are not ableto give
atalk will be offered the alternative of presenting a poster.

Details for submission of presentations will be available online, but intent to present can be notified
now. We will be putting together an abstract booklet for the meeting, and abstracts will also be
available on the website. Abstracts (200 word max.) are compulsory for talks but optional for
posters, and should be submitted online by 30/06/2004.

Draft diary for 6-12 September 2004
Monday 6" Registration for SPPC and SVPCA begins.
Tuesday 7" SPPC presentations, SVPCA registration and evening social.
Wednesday 8"  SVPCA formal presentations. Evening reception, New Walk Museum.
Thursday o SVPCA formal presentations, poster session, auction.
Friday 10" SVPCA formal presentations. Conference dinner.
Saturday 11" SVPCA fieldtrip, Pliensbachian and Toarcian of Leicestershire.
Sunday 12" Departure

Jones-Fenleigh Memorial Fund

Thisfund provides bursaries to cover some of the costs (registration, accommodation and
subsistence) for normally two attendees who are giving atalk or displaying a poster. Those with no
alternative sources of funding, whether amateur, student, retired or professional, are encouraged to
apply for support. Please send:

A 200 word abstract

A letter from Head of Department/Supervisor/Sponsor confirming lack of funds

A covering letter of application
Special consideration will be given to those presenting a paper/poster for the first time.

Applications should be sent to the address below by 30™ June 2004.

Auction

The annual SVPCA auction supports the Jones-Fenleigh Fund, and provides both extra monies and
some light relief. Who can forget the infamous beer episode and Dave Martill’s T-shirt at
Cambridge 20027 Donations of reprints, books, specimens, casts, and memorabilia are all welcome,
so now isthe time to start sorting through those teetering piles. An anticipated highlight of this
year’s auction will be the reprint collection of the late Dr Mahala Andrews, courtesy of the National
Museums of Scotland.

Summary of booking deadlines
01/06/2004  Online booking available
30/06/2004 Deadline for submission of abstracts
30/06/2004 Deadline for applicationsto the Jones-Fenleigh Memoria Fund
31/07/2004 Close of online booking

SVPCA, Mark Evans, New Walk Museum, 53 New Walk, Leicester, LE1 7EA, United Kingdom



